





On Bible Translations and the Mother of God

How can we find words to describe the holiness, the purity, the sanctity of the one whom God
selected to give flesh to the Son of God? St. Elizabeth, “filled with the Holy Spirit,” (Luke 1:41)
cried out, “Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb!” (Luke 1:42). She
also called her “the mother of my Lord.” (Luke 1:43).

Yet today in our nation many Orthodox Christians do not honor the Mother of the Word. Some
even accept the false teaching of all the protestant faiths: that our Lady was not “‘ever-Virgin.” Part
of the confusion among our faithful is the result of blatant errors in translating the Greek text into
other languages. One such error is found in today’s Gospel lesson. At the end of the lesson, a
woman in the crowd joyously offers the following Spirit-filled words: “Blessed is the womb that
bore Thee and the breasts which nursed Thee,” (Luke 11:27). According to all the mainline
versions (King James, Revised Standard, etc.), Christ said in reply, “Rather, blessed are those who
hear the word of God and keep it” (Luke 11:28). This sounds as if the Lord is making light of the
woman’s praise of His mother, or even dismissing it. In actuality, however, He is agreeing with her!
The key is the translation of the Greek word “menounge." The correct translation of this word is “of
course,” or “indeed,” not rather. It is interesting to note that in two other instances where this word
is used, the King James translators chose to give the true meaning:

1) “But | say, have they not heard? YES, INDEED.” (Romans 10:18)
2) “But INDEED 1 also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord.” (Philippians 3:8)

Thus, in truth, the Lord is agreeing heartily with the woman’s praise of His Mother. In essence,
He is saying “Of course, my Mother is blessed! She is the most perfect example of a human being
who hears and keeps the word of God.”

Beloved! Not only did the Theotokos keep the word of God by her total surrender to His divine
will for her (see Luke 1:38), she ALONE: kept THE Word of God within her tiny womb for nine
months; gave milk to THE Word of God made flesh for another nine months; was established by
THE Word of God as “More honorable than the Cherubim, and beyond compare more glorious
than the Seraphim!” Is it not proper that all of us give honor to her who is ““INDEED” honored by her
Son, and our Lord, Jesus Christ?’

- Fr. Demetrios Carellas, Nativity of the Theotokos Monastery, Saxonburg, PA

A Question to Eider Paisios:
- Elder, some feel certain of this salvation and others have doubts. What is the proper
stance?

- The goal is for people to observe God’s Commandments. The spiritual person must attain
such a spiritual condition that even if God does not grant him Paradise, he will not be
listurbed. We must realize well that today we are alive, tomorrow we may be gone, and we
nust be concerned how to be hear Christ. Those who have by God’s Grace realized the
ranity of this life have actually received the greatest gift. It is not necessary to be able to
oresee the future, for it is enough to have the foresight to prepare for the salvation of the
soul, and to take the best possible spiritual measures to be saved.




